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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: the terminology "stop portion being spaced from the cutting 
portion along the shaft" is not found in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 2 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ferrante et al. (USPN 5,176,684). 

4. Ferrante discloses a medical bur for cutting bone comprising a handle; a shaft 
(64); a bur head (22) having a cutting portion (68), and a stop portion (66) along the 
shaft that is fixed with respect to the cutting portion. (The bearing sleeve (66) acts as a 
stop in that it will stop the bur when the bearing sleeve reaches the end of the guide 
channel (22). The cutting portion is located between the handle and the stop portion 
and exhibits symmetry about its longitudinal axis, which is aligned with the longitudinal 
axis of the shaft. The stop portion is spaced from the cutting portion to permit 
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independent movement of the cutting portion with respect to the stop portion (Col 5, line 
24). The cutting portion rotates under power to cut through bone while the stop portion 
rotates freely and is capable of preventing contact of the cutting portion with soft tissue 
located adjacent the bone being cut. The proximal edge of the stop portion corresponds 
to the size and shape of the distal edge of the cutting portion. The bur head is spherical 
and the stop portion is shaped as a portion of the sphere. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/666,501 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3731 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth Houston whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7134. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anhtuan Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-4963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




